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SHRI M. BADRAPPAN

Shri M. Badrappan is the master of the Valli Oyil Kummi folk dance.

2. Born on 16" April, 1936 Shri Badrappan studied upto 10"standard and lived
as a small farmer. He learned Arichandra Kummi from Master Shri Thottanagowder
in 19359. Since 1962, he has been working with Shri Tirumappa Gowder, the Master
of Valli Oyil Kummi. In 1992, he formed a team under his leadership. He has been
working in folk arts for 52 years. He has been training Valli Oyil Kummi to around
100 boys and girls for the last 20 years in his village Dasanur in Government Middle
school. In beginning stage, only men participated in folk art, now women are also
participating. He has added the history of great Tamil poet Bhatathiyar, social
concepts, method of life, environmental awareness, natural agriculture and health
and infectious diseases through Valli Oyil Kummi.

3. Shri Badrappan conducts Valli Oyil Kummi in festivals in villages and cities,
schools, colleges, universities, centers, organizations and associations. So far, he
has conducted around 300 events. He is participating in social media like radio,
television, YouTube and through short films to encourage and protect Valli Oyil
Kummi and other folk arts.

4. Shri Badrappan has been performing at Coimbatore Radio for 24 years. He
has conducted Valli Oyil Kummi programs three times on Coimbatore Pothigai TV,
Bharatiar University, Coimbatore, Avinasilingam University and Kongunadu
College of Arts and Science, Coimbatore. Thanjavur Southern Cultural Center
helped him for two years 2015 and 2016 to implement the Guru Sishya Parampara
project. He has implemented that plan in a great way. He participated in the
Salangainatham program organized by Thanjavur Southern Cultural Center in the
years 2015,2016 and 2017 and gave a great contribution.

S. Shri Badrappan has received many awards. The South Zone Cultural Centre
Tanjore, Zonal Cultural Centre Salem, District Art Centre, Coimbatore honoured
him with Kalai Muthumani Award in 2002.The Tamil Nadu Government honoured
him with Kalaimamani Award in 2019 appreciating his continuous service in folk
art.
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